Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific Northwest

Below are written descriptions and images of fruiting bodies, mushrooms, of the fungal species in this
ectomycorrhizal association. The information is from the web version of the Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific
Northwest (MMPNW) created by the Canadian Forest Service and based on the Windows MMPNW version 1.3 by
lan and Eli Gibson.

Click for further information about MMPNW
Many illustrations need confirmation. Do not use this information to determine edibility.

| have read and agreed to the disclaimer and copyright information.

LATIN NAME(S) Marasmius salalis Desjardin & Redhead Mycotaxon 29: 308. 1987

NOTES features include buff nonviscid striate cap, adnate whitish to buff gills, tomentose stem that is white at top
and dark red-brown below, strong garlic odor and taste, growth on dead salal and Oregon grape leaves, and large
elongate spores; closely allied to M. copelandii Peck var. copelandii on oak leaves in California and M. copelandii var.
olidus (Gilliam) Desjardin on oak in eastern US; the description (except where noted) is from Fungi Canadenses No.
214 (Redhead(27)), where BC collections were described as Marasmius copelandi Peck, but later after further
examination of Marasmius copelandii Peck collections in California, Desjardin and Redhead designated the more
northern taxon described in the Fungi Canadenses series as the new species Marasmius salalis (Desjardin(2)), salalis
found at least BC, WA (Desjardin(2) who report also fresh specimens from OR that were not retained)

CAP 1.2-1.6cm, convex to flat-convex; buff with paler marginal areas; moist (but Latin description in Desjardin gives
"siccus"), somewhat radially furrowed with age, translucent striate, often scalloped on margin

FLESH membranous-tough, colored as cap

GILLS adnate, moderately spaced and sized, subgills in 2 tiers; whitish to buff on faces, paler on edges; crenulate on
edges

STEM 3.3-4.6cm x 0.1-0.3cm, equal or with a slightly swollen base, insititious; palest near top, near white in color,
dark brick to chestnut in lower part; dry, sparsely to densely tomentose, being densest at base; rhizomorphs
scattered, short, 0.2-0.4cm long, and tapering apically, tomentum similar to that on the stem

ODOR strong of onion or garlic
TASTE strong of onion or garlic

HABITAT on senescent leaves and branches of Gaultheria shallon (salal) and Mahonia nervosa (Oregon grape),
(Desjardin(2)), on leaves and stems of Gaultheria shallon and occasionally Mahonia nervosa (Redhead(6))

SPORE DEPOSIT white

MICROSCOPIC spores 15-19.2 x 3.2-5.1 microns, (Desjardin(2)) spores 15-19.2 x 3.2-4.0 microns, narrowly pip-
shaped to scimitar-like profile, smooth, inamyloid, thin-walled, some multiguttulate (with several droplets); basidia 4-
spored, 32-43 x 8-9.5 mic

NAME ORIGIN means 'of salal’, the common ericaceous undergrowth

SIMILAR others with garlic odor: copelandii (on other leaves, especially oak, shorter spores 13.2-17.1 x 3-3.9
microns), alliaceus (more robust with darker cap, longer darker less densely pubescent stem, and almond shaped
shorter spores 7.5-11 x 6-8 microns), scorodonius (bald stem, shorter spores 7.8-9 x 3.3-4.2 microns, diverticulate
cheilocystidia), Marasmiellus filopes (minute cap, pallid stem insititious on needles)

SOURCES Redhead(27) (as Marasmius copelandi), Desjardin(2), Redhead(6)

FAMILY Marasmiaceae of Order Agaricales
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